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Historical Note: 
The International Center maintains administrative authority and university-wide oversight of international 
education at Cal Poly and functions as the clearinghouse for all international education initiatives, 
programs, and activities supported by the campus. 
 
Cal Poly has participated in international education as a host campus since the 1950s. At that time Cal Poly 
conducted training activities for foreign students sponsored by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, by the 
Agency for International Development, and by developing countries. The campus sent its first faculty team 
overseas, to Zambia (Northern Rhodesia), in 1963 to assist with developing a college, partly based on Cal 
Poly’s “learn by doing” philosophy. 
 
In 1985 President Baker called for the internationalization of programs at Cal Poly. Following this prompting 
and due to increasing interest international studies, an International Relations minor was proposed by Jon 
Ericson, Dean of Communicative Arts and Humanities (later to become Liberal Arts), and approved for the 
Political Science department in 1986. The same year, Don Floyd of Social Science Department and William 
Little of the Foreign Languages wrote a proposal for a campus International Center, and submitted the 
proposal to Vice President for Academic Affairs, Malcom W. Wilson and the Academic Senate for review. 
Floyd and Little, along with Jon Ericson carried the proposals through the senate to establish a centralized 
international programs center on campus.  
 
On 26 January 1988, the Academic Senate approved a resolution to fund and staff an International Center 
(AS-271-88). Goals included “centralizing dispersed aspects of Cal Poly international activities and 
functions”. Dr. Jon Ericson stepped down from his role as Dean of Communicative Arts & Humanities to 
take the role of Director of International Program Planning. The department was designed to serve 
students, faculty, administrators, and the community with international affairs on campus as a center for 
activities including the already established office of International Education and Programs. 
 
The International Center included oversight of the Peace Corps program which had been active on campus 
since 1961, soon after the Peace Corps was established by Executive Order 10924 under President 
Kennedy. By 1962 West Germany, Norway, and Belgium had sent diplomats to tour Cal Poly’s Peace 
Corps Program as a model system to for Peace Corps programs. In 2015 Cal Poly was named one of the 
Peace Corps’ top volunteer-producing universities.   
 
Robert E. McCorkle, Cal Poly alum, studied Farm Management at Cal Poly. After completing his 
undergraduate in 1956, he undertook a Master’s in Agricultural Economics at the University of California, 
Davis. Later, McCorkle returned to Cal Poly to join the Agricultural Business Management Department as 
professor of Agribusiness which he taught for over fifty years.   
 
McCorkle became involved in domestic and overseas programs supporting agricultural development. He 
worked in Afghanistan with the Farmer-to-Farmer Training Program, and assisted the Zamibian Ministry of 
Agriculture in through the United States Agency of International Development. He became the Director of 
International Education and Programs in 1971 and managed the Peace Corps program.   
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Scope and Content: 
The International Center Records collection contains documents collected and prepared by Jon M. Ericson, 
Director of International Program Planning. Records include working notes and files related to the 
development of the center; brochures, pamphlets, and correspondence from international programs; 
interest assessment surveys; and correspondence between Jon M. Ericson and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs, Malcom Wilson. Records include profiles of international centers at UC and CSU 
campuses. Records also include the Peace Corps program annual reports from the desk of Robert 
McCorkle, Director of International Education and Programs, and program records of the International 
Cooperation Administration (ICA). 
 
Arrangement: 
The collection is arranged in three series. Series I contains the International Center records of Jon M. 
Ericson. Series II contains the Peace Corps records of Robert McCorkle. Series III contains records of the 
International Cooperation Administration (ICA) at Cal Poly (1952-1961). Original organization of the records 
has been preserved where possible. Materials may have been reorganized or rehoused for preservation 
and access purposes. 
 
Related Collections: 
UA0019 College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental Sciences 
 
Sources: 
“European countries are interested in starting a Peace Corps program.”  El Mustang. 26 October 1962: 1. 
Web. 27 June 2016. < http://digitalcommons.calpoly.edu>  
 
International Center. Website. <http://www.international.calpoly.edu> 
 
International Development Activities, white paper and memorandum, Warren J. Baker to Academic Senate, 
30 September 1986 
 
Noel, Jay. “Bob McCorkle:  A Life of Commitment and Achievement.” Cal Poly Agribusiness Department 
Gala Reunion, Madonna Inn Expo Center, San Luis Obispo, CA. Retired and Emeriti Faculty Special 
Recognition. 27 June 2016. <http://agb.calpoly.edu/content/honoring-bob-mccorkle> 
 
“Peace Corps unit being organized.” El Mustang. 16 May 1961: 1. Web. 27 June 2016. 
<http://digitalcommons.calpoly.edu> 
 
Thompson, Jay. “Cal Poly named a Peace Corps’ 2015 top volunteer-producing university.” Cal Poly News, 
10 March 2015. Web. <http://calpolynews.calpoly.edu/news_releases/2015/March/peace-corp.html> 
 
Access: 
Collection is open to researchers by appointment only. For more information on visiting, access policies, 
and reproduction requests, please visit our Reference Services page online at http://lib.calpoly.edu/search-
and-find/collections-and-archives/reference-services/. 

http://lib.calpoly.edu/search-and-find/collections-and-archives/reference-services/
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Restrictions on Use and Reproduction: 
Digital Copies are provided to researchers for the purpose of study, research, and personal use only, 
unless otherwise specified in writing. Materials that are the property of Cal Poly Special Collections and 
Archives require written permission prior to publication. No complete collection may be reproduced.  
 
For print and online publication, please visit our Reproduction Services page online at 
http://lib.calpoly.edu/support/sca-policies/reproduction/. Special Collections and Archives reserves the right 
to review all reproduction requests and to withhold permission if scanning would endanger the material, 
would violate copyright law, or would violate institutional restrictions. 
 
Copyright: 
© 2016 Trustees of the California State University. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 
  

http://lib.calpoly.edu/support/sca-policies/reproduction/
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Contents: 
 
Series 1, International Center, Jon M. Ericson, Office Records 
 
Box 1 Folder 1  Administrative Bulletin 75-2, Utilization of Overheads, 1975 
 
Box 1, Folder 2  Guidelines for Sponsored International Students, 1988 
 
Box 1, Folder 3  International Student Services Program Planning, Barbara Andrade, 1988-1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 4  American Institute for Foreign Study brochure, January 1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 5  Fall Quarter Review, report to Vice President Academic Affairs, 20 January 1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 6  International Faculty and Student Employment Memorandum, 24 April 1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 7,   International Student Admissions, proposed catalog statement, 28 March 1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 8  Proposals for the Development of an International Center, 1985–1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 9  Goals and Objectives, 1989-1990 
 
Box 1 Folder 10 The Future of the Pacific Rim is Now, Report to the Chancellor by the Pacific Rim 

Commission of California State University, January 1987 
 
Box 1 Folder 11  Assessment Survey and Report, 1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 12  International Center Budget, 1987-1990 
 
Box 1 Folder 13  Personnel Planning, 1983-1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 14  Correspondence to Academic Vice President and Program Planning Notes,  

Jon M. Ericson, 1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 15  Proposal to Academic Senate, 6 November 1987 
 
Box 1 Folder 16  International Centers, non-CSU campuses, 1988 
 
Box 1 Folder 17  International Centers, CSU campuses, 1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 18  Funding and Budget working notes, Jon M. Ericson, 1988-1989 
 
Box 1 Folder 19  Proposed Student Fees, 1988-1989 
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Box 1 Folder 20 International Development Activities, white paper and memorandum, Warren J. 

Baker to Academic Senate, 30 September 1986 
 
Box 1 Folder 21  American Institute for Foreign Study, Kyoto, Japan Study Center Proposal, 1986 
 
Box 2 Folder 1  Bond University, Queensland, Australia, correspondence, 27 June 1989 
 
Box 2, Folder 2 Japan-U.S. Relations and the Pacific basin, Report by the United States National 

Committee for Pacific Economic Cooperation, 1987 
 
Box 2 Folder 3  Architecture Fieldtrip, Australia and New Zealand, 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 4  Proposed Programs, China, 1988 – 1990 
 
Box 2 Folder 5  Soviet Tour, Memorandum and Program Application, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 6  Iwaki, Japan Proposal, Dave Englund, 1988 – 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 7  Iwaki, Japan, Summer Workshop, 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 8  Pacific Rim proposed speakers and lecturers, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 9 Academic Vice President Correspondence, Pacific Rim and International Program 

Planning, 1988 - 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 10  Academic Vice President Correspondence, Meetings with Deans, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 11 Academic Vice President Correspondence, Jon M. Ericson interim appointment as 

International Program Planning Director, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 12 Academic Vice President Correspondence, Memorandum Regarding 

Establishment of International Center, 27 December 1990 
 
Box 2 Folder 13 Academic Vice President Correspondence, Memorandum to Warren J. Baker, 7 

March 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 14  Academic Vice President Correspondence, London correspondence, 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 15 Academic Vice President Correspondence, memorandum on discontinuance of 

Office of International Program Planning, 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 16  Pacific Rim, Student Exchange Australia, 1988 - 1989  
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Box 2 Folder 17  International Work Exchange, California Conservation Corps, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 18  Student Exchange, Germany, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 19  Ausberg College, Center for Global Education, 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 20  Adventure Activities in Britain, Physical Education or Recreation, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 21  Agriculture Farm Systems of Kenya, 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 22  Netherlands, Agricultural Ministry, 1989 
 
Box 2 Folder 23  Japan, Hokukiru Gakuin, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 24  Japan, Inagawa-Cho, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 25  Japan, Rev. Toeda, EDI, 1988 
 
Box 2 Folder 26  Japan, Shoin Women’s University, 1989 
 
Box 3 Folder 1  Japan Studies Institute San Diego, 1985 – 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 2  Japan, Hokkado International Foundation, grant application, 1985-1989 
 
Box 3 Folder 3  International Students, Welcome Letter Packet, Barbara Andre, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 4  International Studies Activities Policy, 1986 
 
Box 3 Folder 5  International Studies Exchange, correspondence, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 6  Student Exchange, Paris, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 7  University Affiliations Program, United State Information Agency, 1987-1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 8  Asian Center of the University of the Philippines, 1989 
 
Box 3 Folder 9  Institute of International Education, Foreign Students in Regional Economy, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 10 California International Studies Project, Request for Proposal to Establish 

International Studies Resource Centers, AB 2543: Farr, 1986 – 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 11  California State University, Study Abroad Program, flyer, 1988 
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Box 3 Folder 12  Peace Corps, letter of introduction, 21 April 1989 
 
Box 3 Folder 13 Italy, Special Studies n Architecture, Arch 480x in Siena Italy, Fall 1988, 

Administrative and Faculty Document, program proposal, 1987-1989 
 
Box 3 Folder 14  Japan Studies Committee, Proposal to Create Japan Studies Minor, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 15  Faculty Exchange Agreement, October 1987 
 
Box 3 Folder 16  Faculty Exchange, British Universities, 1987-1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 17  Pacific Rim Faculty Exchange Program, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 18  China, Academic Exchange Program, Hanzhong Teachers College, 1988-1989 
 
Box 3 Folder 19  England, General Correspondence, 1987 
 
Box 3 Folder 20  Sweden, Faculty Exchange, correspondence, 1988-1989 
 
Box 3 Folder 21  Arts and Humanities Lecture Series: Latin America, Carlos Fuentes, 1988-1989 
 
Box 3 Folder 22 Committee on International Education, Internationalizing GE & B, Call for 

Proposals, 2 March 1987 
 
Box 3 Folder 23  Latin America Studies Committee, 1986-1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 24  MUCIA, First University Development Project, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 25  Course Outline, Hist 315 Modern World History, 1983 
 
Box 3 Folder 26  International Agriculture Development Program, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 27  Foreign Student Admission, Admissions Officer Memorandum, 1987 
 
Box 3 Folder 28 United States Information Agency, Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs, grant 

announcement, 1987 
 
Box 3 Folder 29  Academic Council on International Programs, working notes, Jon Ericson, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 30  Workshop on Internationalizing Business Education, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 31  Council on International Educational Exchange, 1988 
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Box 3 Folder 32  Institute of International Education, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 33  Study International, Summer School, Oxford Polytechnic, 1986   
 
Box 3 Folder 34  Director Position Responsibilities and Objectives, 1988 
 
Box 3 Folder 35  International Food and Agriculture Committee Meetings, 1989 
 
Box 3 Folder 36  International Office, space and administration, 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 1  Faculty Resources, 1987 – 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 2  Academic Program Improvement, Bakersfield Curricular Internationalization, 1989 
 
Box 4 Folder 3  Assessment of Interest Surveys, 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 4  Assessment of Interest Surveys, Engineering, 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 5  Assessment of Interest Surveys, Business, 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 6  Assessment of Interest Surveys, Liberal Arts, 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 7  Assessment of Interest Surveys, School of Agriculture, 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 8  Assessment of Interest Surveys, Architecture, 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 9  Integrated Farming System, Agricultural Engineering, grant application, 1989 
 
Box 4 Folder 10  Western Association of Schools and Colleges Evaluation, 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 11  International Center Publicity, 1988-1989 
 
Box 4, Folder 12 Phi Beta Delta, Honor Society for International Scholars, 1988 
 
Box 4 Folder 13 Program Planning, catalogs and working notes, 1985 – 1989 
 
Box 4 Folder 14  Meeting Notes on development of potential International Center Newsletter, 1989 
 
Box 4 Folder 15  International Studies Newsletter proposal, Julie Schmidt’s Senior Project, undated 
 
Box 4 Folder 16  CSU Hayward, Summer Quarter in Florence, pamphlet and correspondence, 1987 
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Box 4 Folder 17  Study Abroad, Key Resources, 1985-1988 
 
 
Series 2, Peace Corps Program Annual Reports 
 
Box 4 Folder 18  Peace Corps Strategy Contract, Work Study Contract, 1988-1989 
 
Box 4 Folder 19  Moses Vilakati Experience Support, TransCentury Corporation Final Report, 

2 October 1989  
 
Box 4 Folder 20  Strategy Contract Final Report, 1989-1990 
 
Box 4 Folder 21  Strategy Contract, Associated Work Study Final Reports, 1990-1991 
 
Box 4 Folder 22  Peace Corps Strategy Contract, Work Study Final Reports, 1992-1993 
 
Box 4 Folder 23  Peace Corps Strategy Contract, Works Study Final Reports, 1993-1994 
 
Box 4 Folder 24  Peace Corps Strategy Contract, 1995-1996 
 
Box 4 Folder 25  Peace Corps Strategy Final Report, 1996-1997 
 
Box 4 Folder 26  Peace Corps Strategy Contract Final Report, 1998-1999 
 
Box 4 Folder 27  Peace Corps Strategy Contract Final Report, 1999-2000 
 
 
Series 3, International Cooperation Administration (ICA). 
 
Box 4 Folder 28 Interdepartmental Correspondence regarding the summary kit of the ICA 

Communications Training Course, 1959 
 
Box 4 Folder 29 Photographs, ICA Communications Training Course, Agricultural Division at Cal 

Poly, 1959 


